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REALIsM IN tHe Poxrrr.—A congregation § 
‘calling out the colours to a gambling expert seated 
‘with the pastor at the roulette wheel is a novelty whica 
it has been reserved for the Methodist agin 
| Church at Boston, U.S. A, to lick creation with. 
gambler was “‘ converted,” and is now proving to ae 
monstration that it is impossible to win at the roulette , 
wheel. .The congregation found they could only wia 
when the expert allowed them to. He afterwards 
“went through the card swindles, and aan tha 
‘mechanism. of a faro box.”—Christian World, 
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THE 


Whole Art and Mystery 
MODERN GAMING 


FULLY 


Exposd and Deteédled ; 


ConTAINING 


An Historicat Accounr 
Of all the 


Hectet Abules 


Praétis’d in the 


GAMES of CHANCE, 


Under the following HE avs: 


{. Taszes calculated betwixt the chain or liwk’4 Dies s the Art and 
Cafter and Setter, throughout the Manner of working with a grate Box, 
whole Courfe or Changes of the Ficlipfing, Sighting, Waxing, and 
Dice, which prove HAzARpD an Topping, &c. 


unequal Game. IV. The fame done with Reference 
II. The Exprnces of Hazard fair- to Games at Carns, fuch as Pha- 
ly ftated. ro, Baffet, Picquet, Whisk, &c. 
III. The Nature, Uje, and Impor-| |V. The Defcription of a Phary= 
tance of UnN¥FaAirR Dice and Bank, with the Expences and At- 
Boxes ; with the manner of feveral tendants. 


Operations, fully and plainly expos’d,| | VI. To which is added, A remark- 
viz. Loaded and fcoop’d Dies, flat able STORY that happen’d at 
and barr Dies, of feveral Sorts ; Billiards. 
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TOs eh E 


Moft Noble and Puiffant Lorp, 
CHARLES MORDAUNT, 


Earl of Peterborow and Monmouth, 
Vifcount Avalon, Baron Mordaunt 
of Turvey, Baron Mordaunt of Ry- 
gate, Knight of the moft Noble 
Order of the Garter, and General 
of all the Marine Forces, 9c, 


My Lorp, 





Should have thought it Pre- 
fumption to have infcribd 
Jo little athing to fo great 
a Name, but that I knew 
not to whom I could more 
properly infcribe a Work of 
this nature, than to Him who had laid fo 
many Obligations upon the Author: As alfo 
I thought wt was but fit, the Publick fbould 
receive thro Your Hands what was indeed 
written originally and principally with a 
moft fimcere and paffionate View for the 
better 
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The DEDICATION. 


better Diredion and Guidance of Youth and 
Innocence in the Perfons of thofe Two 
Noble furviving Branches of your Family, 
Your Grandfons, Two Youths of the great- 
eft Hopes and Expectations. 


TO Whom TI hope this [mall Effay, 
treating the Suljett in a new Manner, and 
fetting uw ina Light tt was never yet feen 
an, may not be ufele/s nor unacceptable ; 
as containing the heft Prefervative and 
Antidote againft the moft fatal and 
epidemical Folly and Madne/s, efpecially 
among the Perfous of [uperior Degree, 
and Quality, of any the Age has been 
fuljeE to. 


SINCE fo great is the Weakne/s and 
Frailty of human Nature, that we can ne- 
ver be too fecure, tho arma with the fub- 
lime ft Virtue, againf/t the repeated Attacks 
of [uch Temptations, ds almoft conflantly 
befiege us in thefe Stations and Circum- 


ftances ; and tho the Garrifon of the Mind 


be never fo well provided with the bef? 
means of Refifiance, even the greateft of 
V ivtues 


The DEDICATION. 


Virtues and Perfecdions our Nature is ca- 
pable of attaining, neverthelef{s repeated 
Importunities and Sollicitations from with- 
out, im conjunction with Stratagem and 
Treachery from within, may [urprize and 
defeat us. 


THIS made me think [cme time [pent 
in detecting and laying open this Scene of 
Villany, in difclofing and fully unfolding 
all its darkeft Prattices and mo/f? fecret 
Myfteries, and demonftrating after the 
moft unexceptionable manner, (viz. from 
plain Matter of Fat) not only the Danger, 
but the great Folly and Madne/s of the 
leafl depending on, or truffing to any of 
their moft plaufible Shews or Pretences, 
might not be ufele[sly or unprofitably [pent, 
but laid out to Advantage. My chief Stu- 
dy has been to do this, not ouly by the moft 
clear and convincing Arguments, but alfo 
with the greateft Plaiune/s and Per [picuity 
of Expreffion: Having. had no other View 
either in the Chowe or Profecution of this 
Argument, than that of being ufeful, efpe- 
cially to our young Perfous of Family and 

. Quality 
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The DEDICATION: 
Quality (who are fiill the moft obnoxious to. 
be herem trick d and abusd) ina Matter, 
of any other whatever relating to the pre= 
sent State, of the highe/t Importance; and 
af in this I fucceed but with reference ta 
thofe Two Noble Youths, for whofeUse F 
chiefly intend it, and moft fincerely devote it, 
LT obtain my principal End; and /ball herein 
reap a Satisfaction within not to be ex- 
pre[sdim Words ; fice my Regard to the 
Publick, 2s what, after that [ owe my beft 
Friends, all I pretend to. 


Permit me only, Mx Lorp, here zm the 
moft humble and fubmiffive manner, to re- 
turn You my moft grateful Acknowledgments 
for all Your Favours, which [ recewwd with: 
the greater Satisfaction, as they now give 
me this Occafion, and exalt me to the Ho- 
nour of [ubfcribing myfelf, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s 


Moft obliged and moft 
obedient humble Servant. 
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1 Dost Wael 
INTRODUCTION. 


waeaa LATO fays, that Theuth an 
ma 6) old Per/fan God firft invent- 
ed )feveral forts of Games, 
fuch as Cards and Dice ; 
fome fay the Lydiaus : But 
moft Authors agree, that 
Theuth was the original Inventor. ‘Tis 
needlefs to fearch after the Caufe, what 
Views he might: haye at firft in the Action 
is very uncertain ; but.this lam well af- 
fur'd of, That the Invention of Gaming has 
deprivd us of many of the Injoyments and 

B greateft 
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» The INTRODUCTION. 


ereateft Pleafures of Life for reafons here- 
after. 


1 have never met with any Author that 
thought fit to treat on the Subject of frau- 
dulent and exceflive Gaming ; I wifh Thad : 
It might have provd much to my Advan- 
tage, for many reafons, which I fhall re- 
ferve becaufe they only affect my felf. I 
fay, I am furprizd that no Perfon ever 
would undertake fo ufeful a Theme; for no 
Vice has been more fafhionable than Ga- 
ming; it has reign’d too for a confiderable 
time with Ebbs.and Flows in moft Countries 
in Europe. I am fully fatisfied that very 
few Men were capable of giving a perfect 
Account of the many Deceits now in ufe; 
thofe that were qualified had other Views, 
{uch as better anfwer'd their Purpofes. I 
may fafely venture to fay, that Play has 
undone a Thoufand Families, which might 
have been happily prevented, if the Frauds 
and Abufes therein committed had been 
fome Years ago publickly expofed to the 


World. 
We 
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We have feen Men who have thought it 
worth their while to bring up even their 
Children that way, and fpend the earlieft 
part of Life in the Study of Gaming ; and 
Experience has taught them, that it pro- 
duces a yearly Income fufficient to fupport 
a Family to live much above the middle 
State of Life. 


This runs in the Blood for many Genera- 
tions, and is thought a good Legacy for a 
Son to buftle through the World with, all 
his Life after. 


Thefe are the Perfons that attack young 
Gentlemen of Fortune as foon as they ap- 
pear in the World, firft entring into their 
Pleafures, then creeping into their Hearts 
by fawning and courting them, as you would 
a fine Miftrefs, only for a favourable oppor- 
tunity of injoying you asa * Bubble, I mean *“anng 


an unwary 


to pick your Pocket. Perfone 
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The INFRODUCTION. 


What can be more furprizing, than to fee 
a fine Gentleman fit down to play and lofe 
a Suin of Money at a Game he underftands 
not, when in all other Affairs of Life he 
acts with Prudence and Judgment. 


This fhews Play to be a contagious as. well 
as epidemical Diftemper. 


It may therefore be of fome Ufe and Ser-- 
vice to put you in a fair way to defend your 
felf againft fuch Abufes, and I doubt not 
but you will readily come into my Opi- 
nion. : 


That to know Play is a very important 
Affair in Life, more efpecially fince it is fa. 
much in vogue. 


Tho’ every Perfon that plays may in one 
Senfe be called a Gamefter, yet I fhall make. 
this Diftin@tion, and call thofe only fo, that 
have no other vifible way of living. I 
might as well calla Gentleman that has 

made 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


made himfelf a Scrutore, or a Cheft of 
Drawers, a Cabinet- Maker ; or that catches 
Birds, a Bird-Catcher; or that goes a. fifhing, 
a Fifherman. 


- It was the Saying of a wife and great 
Man, That he would advife Mankind not to 
overlook fmall Things becaufe they appear 
low and inconfiderable ; for it may be faid, 
That as the greateft Streams are made up 
of the finalleft Drops at the Head: of the 
Springs from whence they are derived, fo 
the greater or lefs Part of your Life, may 
be governed or direCted by fome of thefe. 
feeming Trifles. 


Therefore, before I proceed to the Tables 
calculated to prove the Odds betwixt the 
Cafter and Setter, Ifhall make fome few 
further Obfervations, to fhew the Ule 
and Importance of this Branch of Know- 
ledge. 


Few Gentlemen neglect to learn French, 
to Fence, and to Dance; 1 confefs thefe are 
neceflary 
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neceflary Qualifications in the Compofition 
of.a Fine Gentleman: French is become fo 
univerfal a Language, that it is efteem’d at 
home as well as abroad: Fenczng is alfo ve- 
ry ufeful to defend your Perfon, for the 
Danger of the Sword may in fome degree 
contribute to preferve good Manners and 
Decorum in publick Converfations: Dan- 
cimg, every one knows, renders you agreea- 
ble to the Fair Sex. Yet methinks. there 
isa Unum Neceffarium wanting, which 1s, 
to know Mankind, particularly in Play, in 
order to defend your Fortune againft Game- 
fters and Sharpers, and all their moft fubtle 
and dangerous Arts and Stratagems. 


But it may be perhaps replied, that you 
never defign to play at any Game whatfoe- 
ver ; and further, that none of your Fami- 
ly ever playd ; more particularly, that you 
have made a Refolution againft all Gaming. 
All this I allow you have done, yet. give 
me leave to tell you, that I have known 
abundance of thefe Refolutions made, and 
have feen as many broken. For. in the 

Courfe 
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Courfe of your Life, you will meet with 
many Temptations, ftrong and powerful 
Inducements that proceed from Caufes un- 
known, that may determine you to break 
your Refolutions; and it is odds, but that 
you prove unlucky the very firft time, and 
perhaps for a Sum too;.the Confequence of 
which will be again to try your Fortune, in 
expectation to get home again, as the Game- 
fters Phrafe is. If it fhould fo happen, let 
me advife you to fit down with the firit 
Lofs quietly ; for I promife you, every time 
you engage again you will be deeper and 
deeper, till at laft you will be undone, and 
all the Satisfaction that you will ever get, 
will be to know (when too late) that you 
were cheated of your Fortune by Sharpers, 
and may at laft be tempted to become one 
yourfelf. 


Therefore be ever upon your Guard, for 
it is odds but you meet with Wolves in 
Sheeps Clothing. 


Fer 
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For all Frauds are covered and. gilded o- 
‘ver with fpecious Pretences, and Men are 
as eafily impofed on as Birds or Fithes, 
while the Eagernefs of their Appetites fuf- 
pends the want of Reafon. A Treat or a 
Bottle is the fame'to us. as a Worm or a 
Gudgeon are'to other Anumals: We {nap at 
the Bait, without ever dreaming ‘of ‘the 
Hook or the Snare that goes along with it. 


Taffure you, there is avery great’ num- 
ber of Gentlemen’ (and of good ‘Eftates too) 
that have been well inftructed in .all ‘the 
Art and Miftery of Gaming,-and are as ca- 
pable to win Money upon ‘Advantage as 
any Gamefters about ‘the Town; ‘and tho’ 
they cry down Play and all publick’'Gaming- 
houfes, yet they have their Tavern-Clubs 
almoft every Night at one Place or ano- 
ther, playing in private for confiderable 
Sums of Money ;-and I have juft-reafon to 
believe they make ufe of their’ Experience, 
becaufe they keep it as a Secret. 


Whoever 
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Whoever trufts Fortune will at laft be 
deceived, but that’s commonly put out of 
her Power; fince fhe is too well known 
by the Gamefters to be a fickle Lady, full 
of Caprice, very precarious, always *chan- 
ging, as fhe is well defcribed by the Poet in 
the following Lines. 


When with her Hand foe joifts the Scene 
of Fate, 
She, tke *Huripus, often ebbs and flows, —* Thenatu- 


: f , : ral Euripus: 
Raifing the Captive from his humble State, is that which 
‘ : 302 7s now called: 
She from his Throne the mighty Monarch wy she tali- 
ans, Ilftret= 

throws. hes eae 

gro Ponto- 

in the Ar- 


When the unhappy weep, foe flights their sivcacus, 


bog aa 
Nor will (be hear the miferable Groan ; lg fea 
But cruelly fhe doth feal up her Ears day, as Pli- 
Againft the Cries of thofe foe hath un- eng 


done, > 


G Thus 
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Lhus doth foe [port, and thus fhe boafts her 
Power, 


And treats her Followers with a pleafing 
Show, 


Lf in the running of a nimble Hour 
She makes the moft exalted Hero low. 
Boetzus, tranflated by Ld. Preffon. 


I have been often told there: is a ve- 
ry great Secret among the Free Ma/ons, 
and I have reafon to believe it, becaufe I 
knew a wild young Gentleman that made 
himfelf a Free Mafon on purpofe to difco- 
ver what it was ; but afterwards being ask- 
ed the Secret, the only Anfwer he would 


give, was, imake yourfelf a Free Ma/fon, 
and then you will know. 


{t is well for the World the Gamefters 
are not fo; for did they hold together and 
keep their own Secrets, they would foon be 
a very confiderable Body ; but on the con- 
trary, they are afraid and jealous of each 
other: However, I promife you they lay 

| good 
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good Schemes, and feldom or never mifcar- 
ry, except they fall out who fhall have the 
Bear's Skin betore the Bear is caught. 


I fhall avoid all perfonal Reflections, there 
is no occafion for them ; nor is it my In- 
tention to add Afflictions to the miferable. 
It is obvious enough to every one, what 
numbers of Gentlemen have loft their E~ 
ftates and are now reduced to the loweft 
Ebb of Unhappinefs, to want even the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life. 


What can be a greater Misfortune than 
to fall from a Coach and Equipage, which 
carries Refpect and Efteem with it, to fo 
low and wretched a State, as to fupport a 
Set of Men in Eafe and Luxury, whofe An- 
ceftors were Beggars ° 


Notwithftanding the Experience of thefe. 
things which we fo daily fee, we ftill fteer 
on the fame Courfe, as if we were willing 
to be caft away on the fame Shore. 


Amongtft 
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Amongft other things, this puts me in 
mind of a Story I once read in Cook's Voy- 
age round the World, relating to a Spa- 
nid that was fent to Peru in order to 
make a Conqueft there, who having com- 
pleated his Defign, had for his Share the 
Figure of the Suz in one intire piece of fo- 
lid mafley Gold, fo large that it cover'd the 
Front of a great Church, but loft it at Play 
the fame Night ; whence the Spaniards 
have a Proverb to denote a Gamefter, fay- 
ing, That he will lofe the Sun before he 
réfes. 


This is no aftonifhing Matter at all to 
me, becaufe I know and have feen fo much 
of Play both at home and abroad; I may 
therefore venture to fay, that we have 
Engli/b Gentlemen that would lofe the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars too, were they of the 
fame Quality, and.in their Poffeffion. 


E fhall. conclude with this Obfervation, 
That whoever devotes his Time to Gaming, 
2 withdraws 
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withdraws his Services from the Publick 
Good, and is both an Enemy to his Coun- 
try and hinfelf. 
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T HE 
Art and MysTERY 
| OF 


MODERN GAMING. 


cA CompuratTion of the Dif- 
ference betwixt Cafting and Setting 
at Hazard. 


Number of equal Stakes fup- 
2) pofed to be put down, one 
£ half by the Caffer, the o- 
Mes] ther by the Setter, to be 
91 divided betwixt them ac- 

cording to the Nicks, Ours, 
and different Proportions of the Chances to 
the. 





The Art and Myftery, &c. 


the refpeCtive Mains throughout the whole | 


Courfe or Changes of the Dies. It is to be 
obferved, that tho’ there are but 36 Chan- 
ces, or Changes, on two Dies, yet each 
winning and lofing Chance being to be 
thrown at leaft double, if every Throw were 
valid, the whole Courfe would be 36 times 
36. But whereas of the 36 Changes 24. 
only are Mains, vzz. 8 Fives and Nines, 10 
Sixes and Hights, and 6 Sevens, the reft 
being fuperfluous till a Main is thrown ; 
yet after each Main each one of the 36 
Chances is valid, and the whole Courfe is 
each of the 24, Mains with each of the 36 
Chances to it, making in all 864, Chances, 
to each of which the Sum of 24 155. 64. 
being allotted as a Stake, will be 10072, 
for each Main; in all, for the 24, Mains, 
2.4.00 /. to be allotted and divided, as fol- 
lows, v2z. 


TABLES 
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The Art and Myftery 


Some Ufeful OpsERVATIONS upon 
Unequal or Bubble Betts at Hazard. 


HE firft is, when 6 and 7 are con- 

cerned as Main and Chance that it is 
determined in two Throws, I call a Bubble 
Bett ; as for example, 


1. For Seven 6 Chances 
2. For Eight y Chances. 
| II 


Two Throws 2 


a 


22 


Whoever betts it is off in Two Throws, 
has Two Advantage-Chances every Caft; 
for the half of the Chances are 18 and no 
more; fo that the Bubble has 22 Chances. 
againft him in 36, the whole Courfe of the 
Dies. 


When 
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When 7 and 8 are concerned (and fo in 
and 6) it is a common Bett to lay a 
Guinea to Half a Crown, that the Doublets 
don’t come up before 7. 


t. For Seven 6 Chances 
2. For Eight or Six ys Chances. 


——ee 


If 


It is juft Ten Half Crowns to One, that 
the 2 Fours or the 2 Threes don't come 
up before 7, inftead of a Guinea to Half a 
‘Crown. Thefe Betts have been long in ufe, 
and it’s plain they are unequal; whoever 
therefore offers them, may be juftly call’d 
a Gamefter and Sharper. 


Doubt not, but you have obferved in 


(6 and 8) the Main, that the greatett 
Advantage to the Setter, is 2/65. 1045; 
fometimes lefs according to the Mains. 


And. 
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And that you have alfo made this Re- 
mark, that there are feveral Perfons that 
never Caft at Hazard, which is eafy to ac- 
count for; it is, becaufe they find a confi- 
derable Advantage in not Cafting ; for un- 
doubtedly in length of time Odds, altho’ 
never fo fmall, will be felt; for Box-Money 
isan Article of greater moment than per- 
haps you may think of, as you will be 
fully fatisfied henceforward. 





Yet a Gaming-houfe never complains of 

thefe Poachers; the reafon is, if one don’t 

Caft, another will. For there is commonly 

more Fools than Knaves at a Hazard Ta- 

ble. Befides, thefe Lurchers take care to 

* To fpeak* Clark you up for the Intereft and Good 
in Prat. of the Houfe, and are always ready there 
to entertain you as a Puff to a Faro Bank : 

Imean, they fhufle with you after this 
manner, that they love the Game, but pre- 

+ To payatend they are t tyed up from Cafting ; but 
Fines in fact it is to fave the Expence of Box- 
Money, 
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Money, which I fhall take particular notice 
of in its place. 


The Game at Hazard is certainly play’d 
neareft an Equality at the Groom-Porters 
of any Place; and this Advantage, which I 
have taken notice of to you betwixt the 
Cafter and Setter, has been confiderable e- 
nough to be obferved there alfo ; for Gen- 
tlemen now-a-days play after this manner 
(efpecially the cunning ones): Sir, What- 
ever Sum you fet me, I will do the fame 
Zo you; fo by this Agreement the Game 
may be played equally. 


The Groom-Porters Dice are much the 


faireft ; and the moft valuable thing of all 


is, That fpecial Care is taken to prevent. 


all Abufes of any kind whatfoever, to fet 
you right in all Cafes, and to avoid all man- 


ner of Difputes, which is much to be, 


doubted in. other Places for Reafons here- 
after. 


L muft: 
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I muft obferve to you, that the Court of 
Requefis and St. Mary le Bone are not pri- 
vileg’d Places for Gaming, as the World 
imagines. ‘The Learned in the Law are of 
Opinion, that the Groom-Porter has no 
right to keep a Gaming-houfe in any Place 
except in the Court where the Prince re- 
fides, tho’ his Servants are hackneyd up 
and down the Countries every Year to New- 
market, Bath and Tunbridge-wells,as if they 
had a Licence for it. It were to be wifhd, 
that an Enquiry were made into thefe 
Practices , by reafon of the great Cries 
and Complaints that are at this Junéture 
made again{t exceflive Gaming. Vzde the 
gth of Anne, Cap.14. for farther Informa- 
tion. | 

Before I proceed any further, it is necef- 
fary I fhould give you fome fmall Proof how 
valuable the Profit of a Box is: I was once 
an Eye-witnefs of what follows. 


2 Two 
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Two Gentlemen, whom I well. knew, 
came into a Gaming-houfe about eleven or 
twelve a Clock at Night ; the Company wag 
Juft broke up, and gone away; however 
they agreed to fit down and divert one ano- 


ther for Half a Guinea a Main; till: more’ 


Company might come. They continued thus 
till Morning about eight or nine a Clock, 
the Affair ending with the Difference only 
of Half a Guinea betwixt them; but you 
muft note, they had in Silver, when they 
came into the Houfe, 37 ro s.; when they 
parted, each of them was obliged to change 
Half a Guinea to pay the Box. Now it is 
a plain Cafe, that the Box and Box-keeper 
got 34 125. at 12d. Boxes; and had they 
continued playing, it is odds but the Houfe 
would have ftript them both. 


Nothing is more certain or better known, 
than that a Houfe in Covent-garden has took 
304. a Week Box-Money, and in one Year 
there has been taken out at fundry times 
1yoo4 This proves what I proposd to 

H you, 
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you, and I think it is a fair Demonftration 
that Hazard is a very expenfive Game, 
fince all this Money comes out of the Ca- 
Jer's Pocket. | 


There is another Expence which [I fhall 
whee me take notice of, which is, *Cazzs to the Over- 
Chaues,  feer or Judge of the Hazard Table (at the 

Groom-Porters called a Deputy) an Office 
worth at leaft 7 or 8004 per ann. and fo 
proportionable in Places of lefs Repute, be- 
fide a number of other Servants handfome- 


ly fupported by the Company. 


And yet after all this unconfcionable 
Extortion, there's fomething worfe to come. 

+ orignal- You are not fafe at any Place (the t Groom- 
ail 2 Porters excepted.) . notwithftanding your 
a cea, Generofity to every one. For it is feldom 
turius, a @ Gentleman comes into any of thefe com- 
hey mon Gaming-houfes from taking a Bottle, 
bferves. but imftantly he is attack’d on every fide, 
and deem’d a good Prize ; and if he lofes 

not his Money upon the Spot (as fome- 


times Accidents will happen) he is taken 
off 
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off to the Tavern, and ‘tis great odds if he 
is not compleatly ‘finifh'd there; I mean, 
it is about a thoufand to one but: he is fo 
unlucky, as to come away clean {tript of 
all his Money ; and if there be no Demand 
upon him the next day, it may be faid he 
1S very fortunate. 


Obfer ve, that Gametters sli at and about 
‘Hazard Tables, as Porters:and Chairmen 
do at Chocolate-houfes, if not there, always 
within Call. 


Although I have faid much to you in fa- 
vour of the Setter, I advife you not to be 
over-fond of Setting, tho’ feemingly it ap- 
pears your Intereft ; my reafon is, becaute 
{ know there are many Cafters that can 
fling half a dozen Mains tog gether without 
fweating or blufhing. 


A Perfon that can perform thus, may be 
properly called a good Cafter; the Rule is, 
The fooner the Bufinefs is done, the better ; 
no Time ought ever to be loft; for they 

salle remember 


27 























78 


The wrt and My frery 


remember ‘the old Proverb, Poff eff Occafio 
calva, ‘The fafter you nick, the quicker the 
Bubble comes down, as the Phrafe is. All 
this. and more is, performed in lefs time 
than you have been reading the preceding 
Pages. 


It will take up fome time to make an 
Operator ; ‘tis matter of Praétice, joynd or 
mingled with a Quantum fufficit Impuden- 
Ziae, to go through the whole Courfe. And 
tho’ always I fancied there was fomething 
fo extraordinary in the Action, that a Man 
that had but a tolerable good Nofe might 
{fmell Powder, yet I proteft the following 
Operations do pafs upon moft Men as cur- 
rent as any falfe Coin. 


TheThree jirft Frauds, too often practis d, 
I fhall take notice of, with the manner of 
the Operation, 


1. Loaded and Scooped Dice. 

2. Flatts and Barrs. 

3. Chain or Link 'd Dice. 
And 
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And firft, Loaded or Scooped Dice are 
either high or low, and changed as often 
as the Main and Chance, or Occafion re- 
quires; there is no great Art in it; it is 
difguifed feveral ways, more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the Perfon that undertakes to change 
your Dice; a good Air, a pleafant Joke or 
fomething out of the common Road, is al- 
ways made ufe of to divert both Thoughts 
and Eyes upon any thing but what he is 
acting; for upon the leaft Jealoufy thefe 
things will neither bear Obfervation, nor 
ftand the Tett. 


Upon a finall Enquiry it is eafy to difco- 
ver thefe Dice; firft, if you handle them, 
they are either too heavy or too light ; 
fecondly, when they are fhook in a Box, 
they caufe a different Sound or Noife, as if 
the Box was crackd ; laftly, by their run- 
ning along the Table a great length with- 
out ever turning, for every one knows that 
all things will fall to Gravity, and fo con- 
tinue, except fome Caufe intervene. 

This 
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This gives me occafion to fay fomething 
of little Dick Fi/ber fo often called upon 
by the Cafter, when his Chance is Four or 
Five ; what muft be done then? Why you 
muft put ina low Die (called a Dodéior) ; 
after that, fays a Confederate of his, pray, 
Sir, hold up your Hand and drop the Dice 
upon your Money or Snuff-box (meaning 
that Gravity may take place) you will cer- 
tainly fling Four, which really is odds but 
he does; for if one Die is not fufficient, he 
certainly changes both to make it fafe. 


This little Dick Fi/ber is often called up- 
on by Perfons that can give no reafon for 
it more than Cuftom; but the true reafon 
is, that he was a noted Sharper and re- 


markable for ufing loaded Dice even to his 
Death. 


Flatt and Barr Dice. 


Such as Quatre-Trois, Six-Ace, and 
Cing-Deux, are made new by the Die- 
maker, 
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maker, who has a Rule certain to give a 
fufficient and fure Advantage in the making 
them, not difcoverable withouta {trict Exa- 
mination ; whereas Loaded Dice are eafy to 
Scoop or Load, either with Lead or Quick- 
filver, and the Operators are commonly 
capable to do that part themfelves, being 
always provided with a Sett of Tools for 
fuch Purpofes, which they carry in their 
Pockets as part of their Equipage. The 
Ufe of thefe Dies are valuable (for a Man 
can wifh no more than to know how the 
Dies will run) to prife by; for it is fel- 
dom or never that a Prife is refusd, be- 
caufe it is well known that all Prifes are 
equal. 


Another Ufe and Advantage is, fuppofe 
(according to a late Cuftom in calling of 
Mains) you fay Five is the Main, and a 
pair of Flatt Quatre-Trois are down, the 
Advantage is, you may nick, you cannot 
fling out, or you have Quatre-Tros for 
your Chance. As it would be needlefs to 
fay more, I leave you to confider how ma- 


ny 
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ny and great Advantages there is in the 
different forts of the Dice. You may take 
it for granted, that you can play at very 
few Places, but you will have fome of thefe 
or other Tricks put upon you unlefs you 
have 4rgus's Eyes. 


For tho’ every Gaming-houfe mark their 
Dice with fome certain Figure, it is well 
known, that it is common to take away a 
pair of Dice at any Table ; and there is few 
Workmen, as I have obferved, but can 
readily grave the fame Mark on ano- 
ther Pair of Dice equally like them, and 
not to be difcover’d by a Bubble. 


As there are three forts of Flgft Dice, 
fuch as Quatre-Trois, Six-Ace, and Cing- 
Deux, fo there are the fame forts of Barr 
Dice. The Difference is this: That as a 
Pair of Flatt Six-Aces commonly come up 
oftner than any other Seven, foa Pair of 
Barr Six-Aces feldom or never come up 
becaufe the Six-Ace falls away from the 


Center 
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Center towards each corner, that the Die 
will not eafily lie upon that Point. 


Thefe Dice are made always proportiona- 
ble to the Impudence of the Operator ; for 
you muft know, there are fome made fo 
very ftrong, that you may difcover them as 
foon as put upon the Table; a modeft Man 
takes more Caution. So much for that. 


Chain or Link d Dice. 


So called from their being made faft to- 
gether fo nicely, with a Horfe-hair or Wire 
ftain’d to the Colour of the Ivory, that it 
is difficult to difcover it at any little di- 
{tance from you, more efpecially by Candle- 
light. Thefe Dice pafs upon all Perfons 
that have not been acquainted with them; 
Siw-Ace and Six-Ace, Quatre-Trois and 
Quatre-Trois every way: If you efcape 
this Operation, it may be juftly faid that 
you are very lucky. 

N.B. Odferve always to let the Dice have Play 


enough when you tie them together, that 
F they 
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they may fall readily ; otherwife they will 
vide, and your throwing them down may 


caufe a “Difpute, and fo prevent the Ope- 


ration, 


When thefe appear, the Cafter takes as 
many Nicks upon you as he thinks conve- 
nient, or at leaft as many as your Patience 
will ‘bear; and when that is worn out, a 
Brother of his (who commonly plays with 
you to keep the Caufe in Countenance) 
{natches up the Dice in a pretended Paftion, 
and {wears there fhall be no more Nicks 
with thefe Dice, fo puts them in his Pocket, 

* That doch ANG addrefling himfelf to the * Bubble, fays, 
not forfer Sir, did you ever fee the lke before in all 
your Life? Why in good truth, replies the 
heedlefs Gentleman, we are both very un- 

lucky 5 I never faw fo much before in the 

whole Courfe of my Life, fo many Nicks ! 

In thort, Szrzp is the Word, and fo it ends; 

The Box-keeper comes up, and fays, Szr, I 

hope you will be pleas d to give me the Dice 

before you go. You Son of a Whore, fays 

the Puff Confederate, did I ever keep a pair 

of your Duce? Here, take them, Sirrah (fo 

gives 
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gives him another pair for the Bubble to 
look at) what (bould I do with your Dice, 
you Scoundrel? ‘Thus they part, difpleafed 
to all outward appearance, in order to meet 
again in private to reward the Box-keeper 
for his being blind ; In fine, Chazz Dzce are 
the Devil; you have no Chance to efcape, 
as you have with Loaded or Scooped Dice, 
or Flatt or Barr Dice; for it would be 
inpolitick to make the former Dice fo 
ftrong, as conftantly to come up ;_ the In- 
tention of them being only by length of 
time to work you out of your Money, and 
is a fufficient Advantage, and was former- 
ly thought fo; but it has happend, that 
fome Men’s good Fortune has over ba!lan- 
ced thefe Odds and Advantages, tho fo ve- 
ry great ; for how often do we fee Tez and 
Four come up before Sevex, which every 
one knows is T'wo to One, enough to win 
the World; nay, it has been obferved, 
that when ever a Sharper plays upon the 
Square, he commonly lofes his Money. 
Therefore this and many other ways have 
been found out to put it out of the power 

| gio of 
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of Chance or Fortune, call it which you 
pleafe. 


I now proceed to the other Five ways 
in ufe at Hazard, much fuperior to thofe I 
have already treated of. 


bom| 


. The Echlpfe. 

. Waxing. 

. Lhe Manner of ufing the Grate-Box. 
. Topping. . 

. Sighting of Dice. 


Pp 


Uo 


“4 op 


The Eclzp/fe is fecuring a Die on the out- 
fide of the Box fide-ways ; it is much usd 
at Paffage, and at moft at Three Throws, 
as well as Hazard ; to difcover which, the 
Box does not produce the fame Sound; and 
obferve alfo, that you will always find one 
Die near the Place where the Box was 
ftamped, and the other remote. 


The 
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The Reafon is, becaufe if the Die in the 
Box is ftamped, which muft be, the Box, 
when taken up, woud fhew a greater di- 
{tance between the Two Dice, than the Cir- 
cle of the Box will admit of, which is fuf- 
ficient to induce any one to believe that 
both Dies were not in the Box.  There- 
fore the Die in the Box being eafily ftampt 
down ; that that you have fecured (with 
your Thumb or Fingers) may be alfo land- 
ed, the other is flurred away a little di- 
ftance from you to avoid Sufpicion. Ob- 
ferve this as a general Rule in all Cafes 
(except the infide top) that the Dies are 
feldom or never fairly together, as they are 
at other times when you play upon the 
fquare ; but that I may venture to fay is 
feldom or never. 


This is the quickeft Operation of any, 
and it is almoft impoffible to conceive 
(without you fee it done by an Artift) 
with what Celerity it is performed. 
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WAXING 


Wax is made ufe of to fupply the want 
of Art in fecuring a Die ; it caufes a Die to 
hang firm and fecure to your Fingers. 
There are few that can perform well with- 
out it, therefore thofe that can I efteem 
Mafters of the Art. 


This Invention has done a great deal of 
Damage to Gameiters; it has introduced 
numbers, that never would have been ca- 
pable of Operation were it not for the Ufe 
of Wax. 


This was foon known to the World. 
The Zatlers or Spectators, 1 know. not 
which, gave the Town an Account of it to 
this purpofe : That a Gentleman was late- 
ly gone to Bath, famous for mventing a 
Wax to caufe.a Die to hang to his Finger 
as he pleasd, and that he was a very i- 
genious and great Ma/ftler in the Knowledge 
of Dice. Therefore he defired every one to 

- take 
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take particular care to avoid and fhun him. 
Being fo exactly defcribed, it was foon 
known at Bath who this Perfon was ; fo 
that he was obliged to fly from thence to 
his old Quarters at Loudon. 


-I am told there is feveral ways to make 
this Wax, but the beft is Gum-Ma/ftick and 
Tallow; all the Difficulty lies in the Mix- 
ture, that the Die may not ftick too faft 
to your Finger ; for when the Box is ftampt, 
that Moment the Die will quit your Fin- 
ger, efpecially if the Wax is well prepa- 
red. 


The Ge Re To the 


The Grate is a Box made with great In- 
genuity, and like another, excepting that 
it hath a Spring at the top, which, when 
prefsd on, caufes an Opening that fhews 
you both the Dice; and when you take 
away your Finger, it falls and clofes. You 
muft have a good Light fideways and be- 
hind you, left you make a Miftake, and 
take 
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take care by the turning of your Arm, that 
you bring the Part that opens dire@tly 
to you. It is plain, that this Operation 
will quickly ftrip a Man; thefe Boxes are 
become {carce, becaufe the Inventor and 
Maker is dead. 


However there are many cut with a 
Knife on a common Box : Thus one Inch 
+ long and one Inch ; broad, is fufficient for 
the Dice to be plainly feen ; thefe Boxes are 
changed as often as is convenient. I don’t 
approve of this Method, tho’ it is much 
ufed, becaufe the Operator may eafily be 
difcoverd, which he cannot be in fome 
other ways, as I fhall, foon make appear ; 
I fhall therefore fay no more on this Head, 


but proceed to the next Branch, which is 
called 


TOPPING two ways. 
The firft 1 take notice of is juftly cal- 


led fo, becaufe it is fecuring a Die on the 
Top or Rim of the Box with your Fore- 
Sy finger 
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finger ; it requires a great deal of Practice 
before you arrive to do it finely ; but when 
known, it is very eafy to detect the Opera- 
tor; clap your Hand fuddenly upon the 
Box and his Finger, while he is fhaking the 
Die in the Box, and prefs hard, you will 
find it under his Finger ; for it will be out 
of his Power to let the Die fall into the 
Box. The Box cannot be fafely ftampt this 
way, the Die being apt to change Place; 
therefore the Cafter is obliged to fhove or 
flur along the Table. A Die will run a great 
length fecure, efpecially upon a Table that 
is prepared for that purpofe ; you may take 
one Die betwixt your two Fore-fingers, and 
fecure it on the Side of the Box, and fo flur 
away upon the Table ; but this is a floven- 
ly way. 


The fecond way is fecuring a Die within 
the Box, and delivering it ftampt. This is 
the Perfection of Workmanfhip ; it admits 
of no Conviction; the Box and Dice are fair; 
yet it is always in the Operator's Power to 
{port and play with you, as feems beft to 

him, 
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him. You have no reafon to fufpe& any 
Impofition, except it is Want of Sound ; 
and tho’ a Man would think it eafy to dif- 
tinguifh when both Dice are at liberty, and 
when not, there are feveral fo expert as to 
deceive you even in the Sound ; and if you 
fhould be fo curious as to defire to fee the 
Dice, and put them both in the Box your- 
felf, I promife you that a Die is to be re- 
cover’d in a very little time, and according 
to the Operator's Intereft or Inclination. 


I fhall only make this Obfervation in ge- 
neral, in refpect to the Advantage: That 
to fecure one Die is making the beft and 
worft Chances always equal; as for example, 
Suppofe the Cafter is chanced Four to Seven, 
it is plain, if an Ace is fecurd, it makes it 
equal, there being as many ways for a Three 
as fora Six ; but in many Cafes it is all fe- 
cure; as, when Five or Six is the Main, 
and you are chanced Seven, Eight, Nine or 
Ten, fecuring a Six makes the Chance fafe, 
tho it may require a great many Throws 
before it is decided. 


This 
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This I approve the fafeft and beft way 
that ever was found out, and I have given 
you fufficient Proof of it ;. fo that it would 
be needlefs to fay more. J come now to my 
laft Propofition. 


EDWIN oe GE Sell TE ak ee 


To fight (and peep) as the Phrafe is, you 
muift have a fmooth Box, z. e. a Box with- 
out circled Ridges on the Infide, and flat at 
bottom, that you may peep or /ight as Oc- 
cafion requires. This Advantage is not fo 
certain as fome of the former ; but it is fuf- 
ficient to undo any one, tho’ not fo foon. 


N. B. All fair Boxes have Ridges on the 
Infide, and a Steeple arifing from 
the bottom, that the Dice may 
turn and change Place with eve- 
ry little Motzon. 


To fight the Dice requires a thorough 
Knowledge of the Variety of Chances as well 
Cs as 
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as a Readinefs for the Operation ; it is per- 
formed as quick as thought, and takes upa 
great deal of time before you become a 
Mafter-workman. It is thus performed. 


Bring both Dice to hang upon your Fin- 
ger, bearing at the fame time againft the 
Rim of the Box on the infide, and you will 
fee the Sides of both Dice ; with a Swing, 
or circling your Arm flowly, land them with 
an eafy Stamp ; for by the Sides you know 
the Tops and Bottoms ; if you don't like 
them, bar or fling them out, by which you 
obtain two Chances to one every Catt. 


Now if by any Accident your Eyes fhou’d 
glance, and give you the leaft occafion to 
fufpect he is doing what he ought not (tho’ 
you know not what it is) you may perhaps. 
fay, what is that ? or, I don't like that way 
of throwing ; Box-keeper, how was that ? 
Very fair, Sir ; names the Caft, and fo the 
Game goes forward. 

N.B. Tbe Box-keepers are always in the 


Secret, 
| come 
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I come now to a Conclufion, having gi- 
ven you the beft Account, Iam capable, of 
the feveral Frauds at Hazard; and I pro- 
mife you I have not referved any thing for 
my own private Ufe, nor can I perform the 
leaft part ofit ; however, I hope you won't 
have a worfe Opinion of the Work, becaufe 
I cant ad init. It is an eafy matter to 
produce numbers that can; and I think it 
would not be an unpleafant Sight to fee 
the whole Courfe perform'd by fome ma: 
fterly Hand, efpecially without paying fo 
dear for it ; for vifible things are beft 
known by being feen. The Blind woud 
know Light much better, if their Eyes were 
opend, by one Glance thereat, than by: all 
the moft accurate Difcourfes upon Light, 
which before were, or could be read to 
them ; and yet before they apprehended 
there was fuch a thing, tho’ not fo fatisty- 
ingly as by their aCtually feeing it. 


For my part, I can believe many things 
that I have read and heard talk of, which I 
have. never feen, tho they appear feeming-- 

ly 
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ly high Improbabilities. In my Life-time 
I have feen many ftrange and furprizing 
things to outward Appearance ; but upon a 
more ftridt Enquiry, that Strangenefs foon 
difappear'd, and they became familiar and 
eafy to me; it is juft fo with moft Men. 
For example, 























When firft you faw the famous Fawkes 
perform his Dexterity of Hand, I doubt not 
but it appear’d wonderful, that a Man’s Ac- 
tions fhould be quicker than your Eyes, and 
yet no Conjuration at all in it, and you fe 
plainly it is fo in many things; I therefore 
beg the Favour of you to make a diligent 
Enquiry into what I have fet forth in this 
fhort Treatife of Play, and you will foon be- 
come Matter of thefe feeming Myfteries. In 
fine, it is only a Deceptio Vzfus in this as 
well as all other things of the like nature ; 
and till you become acquainted with thefe 
Affairs, I tell you it is dangerous to play at 
any Game whatfoever. 
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I fhall inftance in a very low Game in 
order to prove and make good my Subjed, 
which is, Hat-farthing, a Game in efteem 
with Boys, though fometimes playd at by 
Men, becaufe it appears to be equal, and 
free from Deceit ; the Simplicity of the 
Game introduces any one into it; but let me 


tell you, that there is as great a Cheat in. 
it as the Variety of the Game will admit. 


of. 


Bex eM em pb. BR. 


Take a Guinea, or any piece of Money 
free from Crack or Flaw, nick or notch. it 
round one Side of the Rim only, put it in- 
to a Hat and fhake it according to Cuftom, 
then fling it down ona Table. Nothing is 
fo eafy now as to know which Side is up- 
permoft ; the Side nick'd or notchd will 
fall dead, like a piece of Lead, or any thing 


that is crackd; the other Side, when. 
it falls, . produces a clear Sound, and re- 


bounds. when thrown.down:: So being thus 


acquainted: 
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acquainted two or three times with the dif- 
ference of Sound, you will guefs right for a 
hundred times together, which is doubtlefs 
a fufficient Advantage to win all the Money 
in the Univerte. 


AA General Rule for the Probation 
of DICE. 


To find out readily the Nature of all 
Dice whatfoever, put them intoa Pale of 
Water about 14 or ry Inches deep, or 
deeper, and youll know the Propenfion or 
Inclination of the Cube from the Law of 
Gravity ; for tho’ a pair of Dice may be 
contrivd by a cunning Artificer fo as to ap- 
pear fair, they may prove otherwife : There- 
fore try them many times after this man- 
ner; tis the fureft and niceft Method- to 
arrive at the Knowledge of the Truth of 
their Make. This known gives you a very 
confiderable Advantage, and may be juftly 
faid to be a principal Part in the Art and 
Myftery of Dice. Example. Suppofe a pair 

of 
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of Dice not Loaded nor Scoop'd, but made 
for fome particular Purpofe, fuch as to prize 
by, or to give a Cafter to fling with ; put 
them into Water as before, and they will 
fall according to their Gravity ten times 
together ; whereas fquare Dice will vary 
almoft every time this Experiment is 
made. 
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whatfoever ; to prove which, I think it 
proper to begin with Faro, becaufe it gives 


perhaps as great a Latitude to deceive as 


any Game: But the better to introduce my 
Defign, I muft beg leave to make a few 
ufeful Obfervations, in order to draw an 
exact, true, and eafy Plan of Faro ; and] 
make no doubt but youll then allow, that 
Faro is the moft dangerous and wicked 
Game that ever was invented. I have been 
told, that Aaro and Baffet were forbid in 
France with fevere Penalties, and no doubt 
for juft Reafons. Since that, both Games 
have been in mighty vogue “in England, 
efpecially Faro; the Reafons are: Firft, the 
Game is mighty eafy to learn: 2dly, It 
appears fair: And, 3dly, ‘tis a very quiet 
Game. 


Thefe, I fuppofe, were the great Induce- 
ments that engaged our Englifh Gentlemen 
to play at it as often almoft as they came 
where a Faro Bank was kept. 
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After the Gentlemen had learnt it them- 
felves, they taught their Wives, the Wives 
their Children ; in fhort, it was fo perfectly 
learnt, that there was fearce a Family of 
any Fortune or Fame but knew how to 
play at it readily ; and it has been obfery'd, 
that the Father, Mother, and whole Fami- 
ly, have been feen to play altogether at 
Publick Wells, fuch as Bach, Tunbridge, 
Eplom, Scarborough, &c. But what is moft 
remarkable is, that their Children, little 
Boys and Miffes, ftanding behind them on 
Chairs, have been taken notice of to watch 
the winning and lofing Cards as correctly as 
their Parents ; and when a Card had loft 
three times, would cry out prefently, Pappa, 
let me go a Shilling upon that Card, it has 
loft three times; withal my heart, my Dear, 
rephes the fond Parent, and I will go half 
a Guinea more. 




















The Gentleman that was pleas'd to cal- 
culate the Odds at Faro, gave a very favour- 
able Report of it to the Town; fo every 


one 
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one took it upon truft without farther En- 
quiry. J fhall only fay, it was lucky for 
the Faro Bankers, that the Game was fo 
great a Stranger to us, as not to be then 
perfectly underftood. 


If I miftake not, the reputed Odds were 
under Four per Cent. then. I will not pre- 
tend to fay what they are at this day ;_ but 
this 1 am well affurd of, that every Pull 
(meaning the Card drawn on each fide) 
makes the Odds vary throughout the Pack, 
as will be proved prefently : For as the 
Doublets are a confiderable Branch of the 
Profits and Advantages of the Game for the 
Bank, and the coming of thofe Doublets 
being fo doubtful, that it may be faid the 
Calculation can only be made upon fuppofi- 
tion ; I therefore now proceed to prove, 
that Haro may be playd to more or lefs 
Advantage: Suppofe a Perfon to put down 
twenty Shillings upon a Card, when only 
eight are in (as has been frequently feen) 
every one that plays, knows that the laft 
Card isa Cypher, therefore you have four 
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Places to lofe, and three only to win; the 
Odds againft you is 4. to 3, a feventh part 
of the Money given away, which is about 
25. and tod. in twenty Shillings; in a hun- 
dred Pounds it is tah ys. 8a? per 
Cent. Likewife when ten Cards only are in, 
then ‘tis y to 4 againft you, a ninth 
part of the Money, and fo in proportion 
throughout the Pack. I appeal now to com: 
mon Senile, whether the Game may not 
be play'd to more or lefs Advantage ; tho’ 
I have heard fome Men impudently affirm, 
that the Game is the fame, play it which 
way you will; and their Ignorance has led 
them further, to offer to lay a hundred 
Pounds of it ; for which reafon it has been 
believed without further Enquiry. I fay, 
it was avery good Bait to catch Fifh with. 
However, to proceed ; the Odds, fromthe 
Beginning of a Deal, are almoft infenfibly 
itealing upon you every Pull, till from the 
firft fuppofed 4 per Cent. it becomes, you 
fee, 144. 95. 8dt3 J hope a fair Demon- 
ftration. It may be thought not unreafon- 
able to confent to thefe Odds (if no other 

Advantages 
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Advantages were made ufe of) on the 
‘Banker's Side, by reafon of the vaft Expen- 
ces that attend a Haro Bank, befides the 
Attendants and Lofs of Time. I promife 
you, that thofe Odds before mention’d have 
not been thought fufficient, as I will leave 
to your own Judgment when the Charges 
are fairly ftated, which will appear in a 
proper Place hereafter. 


However, without lofing much Time, I 
fhall inftance a remarkable thing, that hath 
not been. fo ftrictly obferv’d as to alter the 
Cuftom of taking the Premier, when two 
Cards are put down and a Premier put 
before them. 


Suppofe a King and Queen a Guinea each; 
and a Guinea the Premier. After which, 
fome Pulls pafs, at laft up comes the King 
on the right hand for the Banker, and the 
Queen on the left for the, Punter, the Deal- 
er takes the Premier as his Right without 
ever blufhing, which is a very great Inju- 
ftice in this Game; for he ought to take 

nothing 
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nothing, fince he might as well take it out 
of your Pocket. 


Obferve, that the firft Card, being pull’d 
or drawn, is not valid till the fecond ap- 
pears ; therefore the two Cards may in one 
Senfe be faid to be but one Pull; for they 
are fo much one, and have fuch Depen- 
dance on each other, that if the fecond 
Card is never pull'd, the firft is ufelefs. So 
when thefe Accidents happen, as they fre- 
quently do, you neither win nor lofe. On 
the contrary, if the King comes and the 
Queen does. not follow the fame Pull, the 
Dealer then hasa Right to the Premier, 
but not otherwife. 


But the general part of Mankind have 
fuffer'd themfelves to be impos’d on, with- 
out ever confidering the Inequality of fuch 
a Stake. ‘Tis.a plain Demonttration, that 
they did not know what they were doing ; 
if they had, they would not have comply d 
with it. 


This 
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This Advantage taken by our Englith 
Bankers was never allowd in Spazz nor Por- 
tugal, where I prefume the Game is as well] 
underftood as in Exgland. I well remem- 
ber this Accident happen’d to a Foreigner 
(who fpoke a Language the Company did 
not underftand) which caus'd as greata 
Confufion as I ever faw about a Crown- 
piece only. At length the Stranger made 
Signs to prove and fhew them he had _ loft 
nothing. In the interim comes ina Gen- 
tleman that underftood the Foreigner, who 
appeas'd the Matter for the prefent ; and it 
was inutually agreed, that the Crown fhould 
be left in pofleffion of the Bank, till it could 
be determiried by Men of Judgment : -Ac- 
cordingly the next day it was judg’d\ in fa- 
vour of the Foreigner, that it was unpre- 
cedented abroad ; the Crown was return d, 
and the Affair amicably ended. Notwith- 
ftanding this, the Faro Bankers have be- 
liev'd they might be more free with their own 
Country-men than Foreigners, and there- 
fore have continued their firft Cuftom to 
this day. 


I But 
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But before I proceed any further, it will 
be neceflary to lay before you the true and 
juft State of the Annual Expences of a Faro 
Bank, when it was in its meridian Splendor. 
I fhall be very particular, which I hope the. 
Reader will forgive. 


Fora Dog:kenriel, or a Room before un- 
inhabited, in the Play-houfe Paflage next 
Bridges-fireet Covent-garden , 100 ). per 
Annum; apon Leafe fora Term of Years 
2004, Fine, befides-Wainfcotting- and Fur- 
niture in the beft manner (as has been feen) 
fit-to infiare the beft Company, before the 
Shop: could be in Order for the Proprietors 
to day; down: an hundred. Guineas for a 
Bank. > | 
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The ANNUAL ‘EXPENCES -of a 


FARO BANK. 


d. 

Houfe Rent saiomizds1oo 
1 Croupe at aGuinea per Weck — $4. 
3 Puftsat a Guinea per Week each 163 
A Door-keepef and Waiter ‘a iy 
- ‘a Guinea per Week each 
A Maid-fervant per Annum sy 
To Mr. 4----- V-----s for Cards. 171 
Wax. Gandless 4 atte ese 25904 so 
FallowsGandleslisvovd todtia 20x 
Extraordinary Expences) fuch "250 | 

Suppers at F----7s, &c. 
Champaigne, Burgundy, French 

Claret, and Rack- ae i rom so 

» Srna S i 
Safeguard Money Ios 
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The Nature and Management of the 
Partnerfhip. ; 


Bromius 
and 
Ballanus . 


Principals. 


and ~ Principals being above acting 
Julius themfelves. 


A Perfon to take care no Mif- 
takes are made by the Dealers, 
either by overlooking the Cards 
or mifcounting the Cath. 


Ar gus,-a 


Lupinus a Shares to do the Duty, the 
Croupe “a9 


Capt. Archer, 
3 Puffs >Capt. Sinkinton, 
Capt. Merryman. 


jt is neceflary, before I proceed, to tell 
you what a Creature a Puff is. A Puff to 
a Faro Bank is as a Brace-bird to a Bird- 
eatcher, always upon the Spot, in order to 
tempt 
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tempt you to fit down to play. For as the 
Brace-bird is frequently hoifted up upon a 
Twig, to decoy the harmlefs Birds, that fly 
carelefsly by, to light upon the Nets: Juft 
fo isa Puff to a Faro Bank. 


I make no doubt, but it will be a greater 
Surprize and Matter of Wonder, when I 
declate to you, that Gentlemen and Ladies 
of good Fortunes, who make a handfome 
Appearance and keep an Equipage, have 
been tempted to do the mean and fcanda- 
lous Office of a Puff to a Faro Bank and 
Fair Chance at publick Places. 


Can any thing be thought more bafe or 
treacherous, than for fuch Perfons, who 
come to make a Figure at thofe Places, to 
condefcend fo low, as to lay Traps and 
Snares with Gamefters and Sharpers to un- 
do the reft of the Company, when at the 
fame time they appear the very Pink of 
Honour and Civility to every one that is 
notinthe Secret. It may be faid therefore, 
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that few People know the fecret Springs of 
Play. 


I have faid, Thope, enough by way of 
Introduction ; I fhall therefore now proceed 
to fhew you how you are to be treated 
when you fit downto play at Faro. 


But before I produce the firft Table for 
Faro, it will be neceflary to know, that 
the Card-maker will make up any:quantity 
of Cards according to your: Dire@tions at u- 
fual Price, not knowing, I prefume, the 
Ufe and Defign of them; nor is it their 
Bufinefs to inquire, for many Reafons. 


And as Gentlemen differ much in their 
manner of Play, it has been thought worth 
the Banker's while to find out feveral ways 
to be provided for thofe different ways of 
Punting. 


Some cock (or continue) their Card if it 
wins, others transfer to the lofing Card, 
and 
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and many draw a Card from their Book 
every time by chance. Therefore the firft 
Table fhews you, that every Card is to win 
and lofe by Succeffion. 


TABLE 
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~The Pack unopen’d, but laid according 
to the preceding Table. 


Firft open them, and begin thus. 


Take off the firft 13 Cards, fhufiled over 
and under one by one, and lay them down 
upon the Table; ferve the next 13 Cards 
the fame, fo to the laft 13, making 4 Par- 
cels, which compleat the whole Number 
52. 


Shuffle each of thefe Parcels feparately, 
making as much Variety as you pleafe with 
each Parcel ; it alters not the Defign, as I 
faid before. Obferve carefully to put each 
Parcel one upon the other, and hold them 
pretty tight ; then with your Thumb and 
the two middle Fingers. of your right hand 
draw off one from the top, the other from 
the bottom at the fame time, fo through- 
out the Pack ; then make a fham Shuffle, 
as you may have feen practis d often before ; 
then deal away your Cards, being firft cut, 

K and 
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and each Card will win and lofe by Suc- 
ceffion throughout the Pack. 


Obferve then, when you alter the Courfe 
of the Cards, that thofe Cards will not 
ferve a fecond Courfe; you muft therefore - 
fling them under the Table, and take a new 
Pack, which is the reafon that a Faro Bank 
ufes fo many Packs of Cards. 


The next Table is very different from 
the preceding: It fhews you, that thofe 
Cards that win, win four times; and 
thofe that lofe, lofe four times through the 
Pack ; with the manner how they are to 
be difpos'd of, fo as to come up afterwards 


according to your pleafure with all the Eafe 
imaginable. 


Obferve, that tho’ there are as many 
winning as lofing Cards, except one, ina 
Pack of Cards ; yet they may be fo artfully 
manag d, as to fecure any Card, that hath 
a Sum of Money depending upon it, to 
come up in the Place you fhall think fit : 


which 
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which is what I propos'd at the beginning 
of this Treatife. 


This Method is like fhooting with white 
Powder, that does Execution and makes no i 
Report ; I may therefore fay with the Poet, 


Fiftula dulce canit, volucres dum decipit, 
auceps. 


I now proceed to Table II. at Faro, calld 
Even and Odds. 


NW. B. The Cards divided according to the 
following Table, Icaufe x Queens 
to win, and2rtolofe; and divide 
the Pack as you pleafe, i will 
not in the leaft alter the Defign. 
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The Cards fo placed, do as before ; with 
this difference, that you take 26 Cards in- 
ftead of 13. 


Lay them down upon the Table, then 
you may ferve the other 26 Cards as you 
did the firft (if you pleafe); my reafon for 


it is, that you may be certain your Num- 


bers are right. 


Now you may fliuffle each Parcel (being: 


26) as confufedly as you pleafe ; then put 
them together, and draw them:through 
your Hand from top and bottom, as before 
inftructed ; then cut and deal away, and you 
may depend upon it, that thofe Cards that 
win, win four times; and thofe that lofe, 
lofe four times throughout the Pack. 


Tis neceflary for you to know, that im 


cafe the Punter fhould change his Rule of 
Play, how you may as readily change the 
Courfe of Cards too, and fo be provided 
againft all Accidents whatfoever. 

The 
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The firft Card that is pull’d or turn’d up 
fhews what Cards are to win that Deal, and 
what to lofe ; now if by accident the Pun- 
ter wins the firft Card and continues it, you 
muit then draw a Card next to the bottom 
Card, and it will alter the whole Courfe. 
Perhaps you may fancy this difficult to be 
perform'd ; but, by the Affiftance of the 
Croupes and Pufts who know the Courfe of 
Cards as well as the Dealer, nothing is more 
eafy: ‘Tis the firft thing they are taught 
to underftand, and upon the leaft Notice 
given (by the Dealer) they immediately do 
their Duty ; for you muft know there is 
Order in this Society as well as in others ; 
and in cafe any Mifcarriage fhould happen 
through the Negle& or CarelefnefS of a 
Croupe or Puff, he certainly receives a fe- 
vere Reprimand from the Commanding OF 
ficer, and for a fecond Offence it is odds 
but he is turn’d out of the Company’s 
Service. 


When 


/ 
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When the Banker has you thus in hand, 
he commonly (with a low Bow) fhews the 
bottom Card at the firft fetting out to re- 
move all Sufpicion; but at the fame time 
takes care to get ready the next Card to it, 
or the next to that, according as his little 
Finger flips in at bottom: 
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Now you muft know, when he has occa- 
fion to draw a Card, he either treads upon 
the Croupe’s Toes, or makes a private Sig- 
nal'to the Puffs; fo one of them readily 
puts his hand crofs the Table, in which 
time the Card is drawn and the Mifchief 
done. | 








Tho’ there are many Blinds and different 
Ways for this Operation, the very worft 
will pafs upon a Bubble. 


The Cant Name on this. Occafion 1s 
Bulking, fo frequently practisd; and the 
Puff not thought of to be a Confederate 
with the Bank makes the Action lefs re- 
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markable or fufpected. But it may be faid, 
‘tis impoflible for the Banker to win fo ma- 
ny different Cards as may happen to be up- 
on the Table at one time, tho ‘tis very 
true; I muft therefore remind you, that 
the more Company the greater Confufion, 
fo confequently the greater Opportunity to 
put thefe Rules in Practice. Now, . what- 
ever you do, be fure to ftrip the young 
Runaways firft; ‘tis dangerous to fufter 
them to win your Money, for they feldom 
continue in any Place long, but are conti- 
nually ina Hurry moving up and down: 
Whereas the old ones will ftand the win- 
ning or lofing of aSum of Money: They 
may be faid to be like fome Creatures. that 
the more they are beaten, the greater is 
their AffeGtion, and feldom leave the Game 


of Faro till they are ruind and undone: If 


by chance they win a trifle, ‘tis only ma- 
king them your Cafh-keepers for a Day or 
two, you being fure to have it again ; for 
Faro is fo bewitching a Game, that both 


Sexes have been feen to fleep at it.) The 


te Ills 
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{lls and Mifchiefs that it has brought upon 
Families are innumerable. 


This is the way that we have been fawed 
to pieces ; and to divert us from thinking 
upon our repeated Hollies, the Gentleman 
that deals to you is commonly a polite, well- 
bred Man, and Experience has taught him, 
that it is his Intereft and Duty to provide 
the choiceft of what his Cuftomers beft like, 
the better to raife their Paffions ; for it has 
been obfervd, that Champagne, Burgundy, 
French Claret and Arrack Punch, have 
caus d many an honeft Gentleman to fall a 
Sacrifice and lofe a confiderable Sum, who 
never could have been caught or tempted 
to play for Two-pence, had he been treated 
with Coffee or Tea. 


Now when every one is ftript, which you 
know is the End of the Battle, this fine 
Gentleman (as a particular Mark of his 
Gratitude ) intreats the Company to takea 
Guinea or more (according as the Perfon’s 
Circumftances are) for his Pocket, becaufe 
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it would be thought ungenerous, and not 
like a Man of Honour, to turn his Cutto- 
mers out of doors, efpecially late at Night 
(for ’tis then the greateit Ills are commit- 
ted.) This feeming Favour is accepted of 
by thoughtlefs Men ; but the Intention is 
to invite you to come again to the Shop to 
pay what was lent you, the better to have 
an opportunity of playing the fecond Part 
of the fame Tune. 


The Third Table fhews you how to ma- 
nage the Cards a quite different way from 
the Two preceding Tables, yet fully to an- 
fwer the fame Intention. 


Cards laid thus. 


Queen 
I 


Io 


») 
2 


7: So on throughout. 


4. When 
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When you begin to fhuffle, fay, 
Tas. IIL. 
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+ times 7, is 49 ; fo there remains 3 
which muft be put under the lait Parcel 
to compleat the Operation, which makes juft 
j2. 


Begin at either End to put the Cards to- 
gether, your own Reafon will direct you, 
that as they were put down in Order, fo 
they muft be taken up either backwards or 
forwards, as you have feen done, I doubt 
not, both at Faro and Baffet ; you may 
fhuffie if you pleafe, having this regard, not 
to intermix your Cards, but make a fham 
Shuffle as ufual ; you may take any Num- 
ber from top and put them at bottom, fo 
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from bottom to top, and the Courfe will 
ftill continue according to your Defire. 


You may put s Cards in a Parcel as 
well as 7, but then confider you muft have 
9 Parcels ; as for example, 


9 
4 


4.5 there remains 7, which muft be put 
under, as you did before in 7 Parcels when 


3 remaind. | 


N. B. Confider this, that you mufi make 
an odd Parcel, and an odd Num- 
ber in every Parcel, every time 
this Operation is perform d. 


[am now coming to a Conclufion as to 
Faro; only give ine leave further to tell 
you, that tho’ you fhuffle the Cards, yet you 
are liable to many Impofitions, which fhall 
be fet forth more particularly when I come 
to treat of the Game of Pzcket ; though] 


cannot difown, but fhuffling will be always 
of 
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of great Ufe and Service to the Punter, 
not only at Faro and Bafer, but at all 
other Games whatfoever; notwithftanding 
which, I can fully aflure you, that you are 
ftill in great danger of being cheated, as 
will appear more fully hereafter. 


I fhall make but thisone further Obferva- 
tion with reference to Faro, and conclude.. 


You may have taken notice perhaps, that 
a particular Card has won or loft for many 
Deals fucceffively. I remember once a 
Knave to win 19 times, which provd fa- 
tal to the Bank. The Way to prevent it 
is as follows: Be careful as the Avzaves 
come up to put them undermoft, and when 
the Deal is over they .will be altogether, 
Mark them (by putting a Crown-piece up- 
on them, as you may have feen practisd) 
and when you defign to ufe them, begin 
thus : 


Anaves 
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| I | 2| 3 | 4 Kuaves 
;ryp2i spa 
HABE 
| I i 3 | 4 | . 
112 | 3)adiadakes juft 20. You muft 


now ftop. For if you proceed to make the 
Number 24, then the Four Knaves will 
either win or lofe throughout. Obferve you 
make Four Parcels for the Knaves; if you 
put an odd Number of Cards, as 3, 5, 7, 
in a Parcel, then the Knaves will win al- 
ternately ; on the contrary, if you put 
even Numbers, as 4, 6, 8, in a Parcel, 
they fall all of a fide, tho it is doubtful 
whether to the right or left. Hwample. 
In 16 Cards they fall all of a fide, 4. times 4 
is 16, equal Cards and equal Parcels. In 
a0 Cards they win and lofe alternatively, 
4, Parcels y in each is 20, odd Cards in 
even Parcels. By this Rule you may fecure 
any reigning Cards. 











‘Some of the old Punters that are not 
quite ruind are now become Bankers, in 
hopes 





eee 
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hopes of retrieving their Fortunes by Deal- 
ing themfelves ; the old Bankers follow 
them, in order to engage.again as foon as 
poffible ; a little time will difcover who will 
have the beft of it. The City is now be- 
come the Head Rendezvous (about Ew- 
change-Alley) under the colour of Stock- 
jobbing ; fo that the young Citizens may 
be faid to be in fome danger, till the Knot 
of Foxes are unkennel’d and deftroy'd. Let 
me advife every one to take care of himfelf, 
for you are in as much danger when you 
Deal as when you Punt, if not more ; fince 


in lefs than two Deals you will have all the 


Cards mark’d, or the whole Pack chang’d 


upon you, or an additional Number of. 


about to Cards ; the Cant Word is Soho, 
the fame as when you find a Hare fitting. 


Taffure you, that you cannot play with a- 


thorough Gamefter, but you'll be trickd ; 
therefore the only Method I know of is 
not to play at all: For tho’ you may fancy 


you are guarded asin fome imeafure you: 


are) by the preceding Rules, yet there are 
daily fo many new Inventions found out, 
and 
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and new Sharpers ftart, that it will be im- 
poflible for you wholly to efcape. 


It was not my Intention to fay any thing 
of the Fazr Chance, commonly call’d the 
Ace of Hearts; but I was requefted by a 
Friend or two to take notice both of that 
and the Rowley Poley Table. 


The Fair Chance is as notorioufly unjutt 
and unfair a Game as ever was fet up ; the 
Odds againft you are fo plain, that they 
need no Aggravation after once mentioning 
them : The Parliament (for the Good of the 
Subjects) have laid fuch Penalties, that I 
fhould be furprizd if any body fhould have 
the Impudence to Bank it (as the Phrafe 
is:) The Penalty is soo4 upon the Banker 
for every Offence, and to be fent to the 
County Goal; and Gentlemen and Ladies 
that play at it, for every Offence alfo to 
pay 204 I fhall only now give you a fhort 
Account of what happend about 3 Years 
ago on this Occafion. 


A 
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A certain Gentleman and fair Lady 
(whom I forbear to name) that were fond 
Lovers of this Game, have been obferv'd to 
put down their Money upon a certain Fa- 
vourite Number for feveral Evenings toge- 
ther, and that Figure never known to come 
up, which was very furprizing to the whole 
Company. The Reafon that it did not come 
up in its turn, as Numbers ought to do, 
was, the Banker had taken'care to tye a 
Horfe-hair crofs the Figure, which throws 
the Ball off, fo that it never coud have 
come up if they had play'd yoo Years, un- 
lefs by accident the Hair had broke. Al- 
tho’ the Game is fo ftrong againft you, as 
to win even the Spani/b We/ft-Indies, were 
you poflefsd of ‘em, yet the Perfons that 
keep thefe fort of Games cannot be con- 
tented, unlefs they cheat you into the Bar- 
gain. 


There's another fine painted Machine 
contrivd by Art and Ingenuity, call’d the 
Rowley Poley Table, which amongtt the 
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reft ought not to be forgot, fince it is not 
lefs dangerous or criminal than any of the 
preceding Games: ‘Tis difputed by the 
Learned in the Law, whether it does not 
come within the full Force of the A@ of 
Parliament made for fupprefling the Fair 
Chance. 


It is an eafy Game, and feemingly fair; 
which has tempted Perfons of all Degrees 
to play at it; I fhall therefore inftance a 
remarkable Story of it. 


Some Years ago, an antient Perfon who 
was a very great Mechanick, and faid to be 
the Inventor of our Water'd China Stuffs, a 
confiderable Branch of the Woollen Manu- 
fatury (who was certainly an ingenious Man, 
tho of no Education ; a great Projector in 
many things, but always difpos'd of his Pro- 
perty to raife Money upon new Inventions, 
as is generally the Cuftom of fuch Peo- 
ple to do) causd one of thefe Tables to. 
be made by different Workmen, unknowa 
to each other, and had all the Parts brought 

home 
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home to him, and he at laf finith’d the 
whole Work himfelf: He had contriv’d 
many invifible Springs and Movements un- 
derneath it, and brought it to fo great a 
Perfection, that the Machine was abfolute- 
ly at his Command, fo as to caufe it to 
Pafs or Not Pa/s (as the Terms are) juft 
according to his Intereft or Inclination. 
The Machine being thus perfected, he took 
abundance of Time and Pains to confider in 
what manner he might reap the greateft 
Advantage for his Labour and Ingenuity. 
But not being able to carry on this great 
Defign himfelf, he thought fit to communi- 
cate fome Part of the Secret to a Friend of 
his, that Friend to another, and fo on, till 
the Number was increas‘ to half a dozen, 
who readily and joyfully came into the Affair, 
not doubting (from the good Opinion they 
had of the Inventor) but to make each Man 
his Fortune; and as a full Satisfaction to all 
Parties concernd, he fhewd them all the 
Inftrument, and gave them ocular Demon- 
{tration of the Truth of what he had before 
told them; but did not let them or any 
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body know the fecret Spring which com- 
manded the whole Movement. Every one 
thus pleas'd and fatisfied, daily Confulta- 
tions were held by the Confederates, what 
Place and Time was the moft likely to com- 
pleat their Defigns. At laft Brz/ol was u- 
nanimoufly agreed upon for the Scene of 
Action, it being a large and opulent City, 
therefore the beft fituated to get a Sum of 
Money at. | 


"Twas not long before thefe Adventurers 
fet out for Brz/fol in a Coach and Six, and 
upon the laft Day’s Journey were all unluc- 
kily rob'd of every Shilling they had, fo 
that they arrivd almoft naked and ftript 
at Brzffol. ‘This hard Fortune upon their 
firft Setting out, obliged them to im- 


part the Secret to an old Acquaintance 


there upon the Spot, and let him intoa 
Share, he being to find Money to: begin 
the Work. When they were thus provi- 
ded with Neceflaries for their Bufinefs, 
they open‘d a large Shop to entertain their 
Cuftomers. Vaift Numbers of People came 

4, far 
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far and near to play with the Confederacy; 
but they being poor and needy, won the 
Citizen's Money fo very faft, that they 
grew weary of the Game, fo that their Play 
began to dwindle away to nothing; and 
what was yet worfe, there arofe a Quarrel 
among the Confederates about dividing the 
Plunder, which foon reachd the Ears of 
the injur'd People, who went in a Body to 
complain to the Magiftrates of their Suffer- 
ings, in order to have Satisfaction and a 
ftriét Enquiry made into the Matter ; upon: 
which the Machine was immediately fecu- 
red: But it was fo artfully finifh’d, that 
the leaft Difcovery could not be made; and 
tho’ the Table was broke to pieces by a paf- 
fionate hafty Perfon, who had been a very 
great Sufferer, yet the Fact could not be 
unmediately provd againft them; and 
whilft the Affair was in fufpence, the Pro- 
prietor took care to get off. 


You muft know, that the injur'd Citi- 
zens could never find out to this day how 
they were cheated, tho they faw, when the 

Machine 
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Machine was broke, many ftrange and un- 
common Springs curioufly contriv’d with 
neat Iron-work; for the chief Inftrument 
(which had the two principal Movements 
init) was carry d away by the old Gentle- 
man who was a careful good General. It 
feems it was a large hollow Cane with a 
great old-fafhion'd Head that perfected the 
whole Work. He was known to walk with 
this Cane fome Years before and after, and 
it had never been known to this day, if he 
had not difcoverd it himfelf. 


I inftance this, to put you in mind how 
dangerous it is to play with Strangers at 
any Game; J would therefore advife you, 
if you muft needs play, to play only with 
fuch Perfons whofe Lives and Charaéters 
are well known to you, and not with fuch 
as make Gaming their Livelihood, whom I 
call Gamefters and Sharpers. 


To conclude ; the fame Perfon whom T 
have been treating of, had the Reputation 
of compleating and finifhing the fineft and 

moft 
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moft exact Machine, call’d the Fair Chance, 
that ever was made in the World. Not- 
withftanding all this, ‘tis faid he died very 
poor, and imade, as all fuch People general- 
ly do, but an unhappy End. 


Bid se SS Fick 


I now proceed to BASSET. 


The Game of Baffet is not fo eafy to be 
learnt as Faro, fo confequently not fo much 


play'd at, by reafon that the Cards do not . 


_ always go as they do at #aro, which is 
called Ne va pas. 


The fame Rules (with fome finall Varia- 
tion with refpect to the Advantages) will 
ferve as at Faro; this Difference to be ob- 
fervd : That the Pack is inverted, and you 
cannot fo eafily change the Pofition of the 
Cards after a Deal is once begun; yet I 
fhail endeavour to prove there is as much 
Danger in one Game as the other; tho’ I 

, wont 
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won't fay the Odds are the fame, the Want 
of which is handfomely fupply’d another 
way. 


‘The Cards may be fo play'd at Baffer, as 
to allow you no winning Place throughout 
the Pack, which cannot indeed be done at 
Faro, except you lay the whole Pack in 
Doublets. IfI prove this, then it may be 


juftly faid, that it is in the Power of the 


Dealer to let you have as many winning 
Places as he thinks convenient and no 
more. | | 


The 
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The BASSET Tasue. 


Fafs - - - - -Knavelo Lofes 
Neva pas - - -Knave|7 Ne vapas 
Lofes - «© - --4 5  Lofes 
Nevapas - - -Knaye|s Ne-vapas,.and fo on 
Tofes - - - - -8 A7 {to the bettom, 
Nevaspas - - -8 rs 
Lofes - - - - -Knavel6 
Ne va pas, and {oon 8 16 
throughout. 4 5 

A. 16 

8 3 

4 3 

LQroe fl E 

10 3 

Queen | King 

ro King 

9 3 

9 King 

10 z 

9 2 

Queen | King 

Queen | 2 

I I 

Queen} 1 

7 3 

3 9 


This demonftrated, the next Thing to be conjider'd ts, 
how. thefe Cards muft be placed to mvolve thim ito 
this or any other Form, which I take to be the Bajis, 
and, rightly underftood, will produce vaft Variety 
for example, Suppofe now for Brevity’s foke I take 
only twelve Cards, which is-as fufficient a Demonftra- 
tion, as if I made ufe of the whole Pack, * 

N Cards 
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Upon drawing em thro’ my Hands 
from top to bottom, they come.into. 
this Lorm, viz. 


Cards laid thus * 





* Knave 8 

* g : Knave 
Knave 8 
4 | 8 
Knave 4 
Knave Knave 
4 * 
8 4 
4 | 8 
4 Knave 
g | 4 
8 Knave 


Now fhuffle and part every Card over and under, and 
they are involv’d according to your Intentions, 


* Ok 
Knavc, Knave, 4, Knave, 8, 8, Knave, 8, 4, 4, 8) 4 


Inverted thus, 
Knave 
Knave 
4. 
Knave 
8 
$, and fo on, asin the Table. 


ys re RRS SS SEE (SESE (Ped RSENS (er, 








This may be perform’d without a fecond Operation, which, I bope, is 
a fuffictent Proof that Numbers may be changed into many Forms, 
and from as few or as many Caufes as you think proper ; but re- 
member this, that it requires pliant Fingers as much as the Har- 
pfcord, without which you'll never perform finely. From thefe 
and other preceding Rules that I have obferv’d—to you, I think 
really, without troubling you any farther, you may draw all Confe- 
quences 19 be wifh’d or expected in a Pack of Cards. y 

Ou 
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You are to confider, that the Banker 
commonly Shuffles and Cuts at Baffet ; and 
in order to prove what I have often faid, 
viz. That a Pack of Cards may be changed 
into any Form whatfoever, and that even 
by a School-boy when the firft Principles 
are fet down, I will give the following Ex- 
ample. 


Suppofe a, b, c, d------e, f, g, b to be cer- 
tain Cards beft known to yourfelf, it cannot 
be thought a difficult Task to Joyn a to e, 
bto f, c tog, and dto 4, and further to 
continue to +2 in the fame Order. 


‘This was allowd a fair Way to Shuffle, 
and from the Confequence of this Rule you 
may vary ten thoufand different Ways and 
more : I fhall inftance the Changes that are 
m 3 Figures only to prove the Variety ina 
Pack of Cards, viz. 


Ot 
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HW Pp Pw H 
WHHY pH 


3 

Vi 
I. 
Bi 
2 
yz 


Sax Changes... 





Now if thefe Eight Letters (which I fup-- 
pole Cards) were drawn thro your Hand 
from top to bottom, as pra@tisd at Faro, 
then the Letters are changed to. | 








i 


WO wa 
a HR & 





This practisd three or four times, you'll 
readily come acquainted with the Manner, 
and be capable of changing Numbers to 
come into their appointed Places; but I 
fhall inftantly open your Eyes, and deftroy 
the Charm ; Shuffle the Cards well and take 

care 
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care they are not changed upon you, then 
bid Defiance to the Dealer. , 


Tmuft obferve. to you, that the Sums of. 
Money loft in France were {fo confiderable, 
that the Princes of the Blood were in dan. 
ger of being undone; and after many Per- 
fons of Diftin@ion were ruin’d, the Court 
af France thought fit-to forbid Bafer; then 
Haro was invented; and foon- after both 
were introduced into Ezgland, and after 
three or four Years Play here, it impove- 
tilhd fo many Families, that the Legifla- 
tive Power took it into their Confideration: 
to iflue out Orders, which has fupprefs’d all. 
conmmnon Gaming-houfes whatfoever. 


WHIS K.. 
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IER FL TS 


Whisk is a very ancient Game among the 


‘Englifo ; ‘tis faid to be the Foundation of 


all the others. Few or none play correétly 


_at it, tho there are many Pretenders, who 


are the beft and greateft Bubbles. Confi- 


derable Sums of Money are play’d away at 


this Game, which has put Mankind upon 


Inventions to deceive and cheat one another, 
_as is pradtis d in all the reft. 


Formerly it was ufual to deal Four’Cards 
together, till it became known to every 


-one that there was no Safety in that Me- 
thod; and at prefent ‘tis the Cuftom to 
-deal One and One round, believing it the 


fecureft and beft Way to put it out of the 


Dealer's Power to unpofe on you. 


But I hope to -convince every one that 


‘reads this Treatife, that, deal the Cards 


2 which 
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which Way you will, a Confederacy of two 
Sharpers will beat any two Perfons in the 
World, tho’ never fo good Players, that 
are not of the Gang or in the. Secret, and 
Three Poll-One is as fafe and fecure as if 


the Money was.in their Pockets ; all which : 
will appear prefently. The firit neceflary . 
Inftructions to be obferv’d at Whisk as Prin-. 
cipals of the Secret, which may be.likewife .. 
transfer'd to moft other Games at Cards,.. 


are. 
Breef Caras, 
Corner - bend, - 
Middle -bend (or King fton-bridge.) 


Of Breef Cards there are two forts; one 


is a Card longer than the reft, the other is - 


a Card broader than. the reft. 


The long fort are fuch as 3, 4, 5; 65° 75 
8 and 9; the broad fort are fuch as Aces, 


Kings, Queens and Knaves. The Ufe and | 


Advantage of each are as follows. 


EX AM- 
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EKxexa™M PLE. 


When you Cut the Cards to your Adver- 


fary, Cut them long or -end-ways, and he 


will have a 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9 at bot- 
tom. When your Adverfary Cuts the Cards 
to you, put. them broadfide to him, and 
he wall naturally Cut (without ever fufpect- 
ing what you do) Ace, King, Queen or 
Knave, @c. which is fufficient Advantage 
to fecure any Game; ‘tis a fine Manner, 


efpecially in the old Bett that the Dealer 
does not fcore Two that Deal, fince Shuf 


fling 1s of no Signification here; and in 
cafe you cannot get Cards of proper Sizes 
ready made to mix with others, you may 
fhave them with a Razor or Pen-knife 
from the Threes to the Nines each Side, 
and from the Aces to the Knaves each End, 
then put them up in the fame Cafe or Co- 
ver, and if they are done vas they ought 
tosbe they will pafs upon: any body.» A& 
Whisk is a Tavern’Game, the Sharpers ge- 
nerally take care to put about the Bottle 

i before 
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before the Game begins, fo quick, that a 
Bubble cannot be faid to fee clearly even 
when he firft begins to play. 


The next is the Corner-bend, which 1s 
Four Cards turn’d down finely at one cor- 
ner, a Signal to Cut by. 


The other is vulgarly call’d Kzng /fon- 
bridge or the Middle-bend; ‘tis done by 
bending your oftn or Adverfary’s Tricks two 
different Ways, which will caufe an Open- 
ing or Arch in the Middle, which is of the 
fame Ufe and Service as the other two 
Ways, and only practisd in its turn to a- 
mufe you. 


The next Thing to be confider’d is, who 
deals the Cards, you or your Adverfary, 
caufe that is a main Point, and from whence 
your Advantage muft arife: Suppofe for 
Example, | 


O After 
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a Sharpers 
x A and B3 Partners 
| Bubbles 
C and D Partners 
A | Zp | 









After a Deal or two -is formally playd, 
A and B will begin to operate in the fol- 
lowing manner. 


When A or Bare to deal, they obferve 
(the preceding Deal) to take up the Tricks 
thus: 


1. Abad Card. 2. A good Cara. 
3. Abad Card. 4. good Card. 


[Meaning the beft and worft Cards 
that fall in that Lift] 


When 
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When C or D deals, they muft be taken 
up thus: 


1. 4 goodCard. 2.  badCard. | : 
2. AgoodCard. 4 A badCard. q 


By this Rule it is very plain, that the 


beft Cards fall to Aand Bevery Deal. How 
is it poffible therefore, that C and D fhould tl 
ever win a Game without Permiflion. But 
it would be deeimd ill Policy, and contrary 


to the true Intereft of A and B, to act thus a 
every Deal : I will therefore fuppofe it 1s | 
practis'd juft when they pleafe, according 
as Betts happen in Company, tho’ the Rule 
with Gamefters in low Life is at the firit 


fetting out to ftupify you with Wine and 14 
the Lofs of your Money, that you may ne- 1 
ver come to a perfect Underftanding of ) 


what you are doing. It may be truly faid, 
that many an honeft Gentleman has been 
kept a Month in fuch a Condition by tha 
Management and Contrivance of a Set of 
Sharpers. 
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_ Now you may imagine it not in the Pow- 
er of A and B to caufe the Tricks to be ta- 
ken up after the manner aforefaid ; but there 
is nothing fo eafy or fo frequently practis d, 
efpecially at Three Poll One ; for in playing 
the Cards, the Confederates won't only take 
care of their own Tricks, but alfo of yours; 
for the Cards may be fo play’d, and fhoved 
together in fuch a manner,as will even caufe 
you to take them right yourfelf; and if a 
Trick fhould lie untowardly upon the Ta- 
ble, A or B will pay you the Complement 
of taking it up for you, and fay, Szr, that's 


yours. 


This Operation will the more readily be 
apprehended by feeing it practisd half a 
fcore times when once you are aware of it, 
it will otherwife (I may fafely fay) pafs up- 
on any Perfon that has not been let into the 
Secret. This being allowd, the next Point 
and Difficulty is to Shuffle and Cut. 


Tfay,. 
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I fay, that either A or B are fuch curious 
Workmen, .and- can make a fham Shuffle 
with a Pack of Cards fo artfully, that you 
would believe they were {fplitting ‘em, 
when at the fame time they won't difplace 
a fingle Card from its Order. 


Now to Cut the Cards, a Bend is prepared 
for you to Cut to, the Middle is beft, and 
tis Odds but you unwarily Cut to it; if not, 
Slip is the Word ; but if you have no Op- 
portunity to do that neither, then deal a- 
way at all hazards, ‘tis but an equal Bett 
that they come in your Favour ; if right, 
proceed; if otherwife, mifs a Card in its 
Courfe, and it brings the Cards according 
to your firft Defign, it is but giving two at 
laft where you mifsd ; and if that cannot 
be conveniently done, you only lofe the 
Deal and there’s an end of it. 


But when A or B are to Cut they make 
it all fafe, for then they make the Corzer- 
bend, which any one that knows may Cut 
to a hundred times together. 

4, Piping 


Or 
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PIPING at WHuisk. 


By Piping 1 mean, when one of the Com- 
pany that does not play (which frequently 
happens) fits down in a convenient Place 
to {moke a Pipe and fo look on, pretending 
to amufe himfelf that Way. Now the dif- 
pofing of his Fingers on the Pipe, whilft 
fmoking, difcovers the principal Cards that 
are in the Perfons Hand he overlooks, 
which was always efteemd a fufficient Ad- 
vantage to win a Game by another Way, 
viz. Indeed fignifies Diamonds ; Truly, 
Hearts ; Upon my Word, Clubbs ; I affure 
you, Spades. But as foon as thefe Methods 
become known, new ones are invented ; 
and it is moft certain, that two Perfons 
may difcover to each other what fort of 
Cards they have in Hand, and which ought 
to be firft play'd, many different Ways 
without fpeaking a Word. Talking is not 
allow'd at Whz/?; the very Word implies 
Hold your Tongue. There are many more 
things to be faid on this Head as well as 

on 
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on the others, which I fhall defer to another 
Opportunity. 


PUP CK BAT. 


Picket is now becoime, like all other 
Games, fo cominon, that even the meaneft 
People have been inftru€ted and let into 
all the Tricks and Secrets of it, or made 
Sharpers at it. 


Breef Cards may be ufed here for Cut- 
ting as well as at Whisk; it is therefore 
needlefs to repeat, fince what I have faid 
before is fufficient upon that Head. I fhall 
therefore rather choofe to mention fome- 
thing here that hath not been touch’d up- 
on in any Part of the preceding Difcourfe, 
tho .equally applicable to all other Games 
at Cards, v7z. 


Mark d 
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Mark d Cards. 


It cannot be deny'd, that to know the 
Aces, Kings, Queens and Knaves, which | 
may juftly call the Commanding Officers, 1s 
the principal Part of Picket and all other 
Games at Cards, efpecially if any Card 
wanted or defired can be fecured at plea- 
fure. Firft then I will fhew you how the 


Cards are to be markd. 


1. Aces with one Spot at oppo- 
fite Corners, thus: 


2. The Kings with two Spots, 
thus : 


2: her Siueexs with one Spo 
traversd, thus : | 


4. The Knaves with two Spots, 
thus : 























King 














Queen 








Knave 








The 
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The next Difficulty will be to mark the 
Cards in fuch a manner that they may not 
be-difcover'd by your Adverfary, and at 
the fame time appear plain to yourfelf. 


Make a fine-pointed Pen, and take fome 
clear Spring Water, and make your Dots 
upon the’glaz’d Cards at the ‘Corners ac- 
cording to the Dire@tions above, and they 
will pats upon a Bubble if they are well 
done ;. you may colour your Water. with 
| Initia ‘Ink ‘to make the “Marks more or 

lefs confpicuous to you, as youll be. beft 
Judge ith Poe <a oni 


There’ are but 32 Cards made ule ie at 
Picket, fo that juft ‘half of them will. be 
known to you; and ‘in dealing you. may 
have ‘an’ Opportunity to give yourfelf thofe 
you like beft 3° and if you cannot conveni- 
ently change athe Stock according to your 
Defire, acl commonly know. what you 
are to take in, which will be Advantage 
enough to win any Fool’s Money. ~ 
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In Bowls, Cock-fighting, Horfe-racing, 
and all Games whatever, there are nume+ 
tous Frauds more than any Perfon knows 
of or can perform; it is therefore poflible, 
that what has been may be again. It is 
well known, that two Sharpers -have tra- 
vell’d-fome Miles to meet one another, in 
order for a. Tryalt of Skill who, was the 
greateft Cheat; at which Tryal, the fupe- 
rior Gamefter has fuffer'd the other to 1m- 
pofe and operate upon him: his Way, . when 


at the fame time he had fomething that 


was ftronger upon the other and wholly out. 
of his Knowledge, by which means he. has: 
at laft ftript him naked for his Vanity- 
This: has been done fo frequently. that it. 
needs.not a frefh Proof: I would not there 
fore advife any one to be too fond of his: 
Knowledge-and Ability: in. the Art and My- 
ftery of Gaming, leit he.-meet (by way of 
Crofs-bite) a Perfon that has more Know:- 
ledge than himfelf.. 


ms E now: 
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I now draw to a Conclufion of this Trea- 
‘tife ; but think it my Duty to remind you, 
that in the general Courfe of Play there's, 
no Safety in any Game whatever. 


I fhall inftance a remarkable Piece of 
Knavery, that is well known to the Town, 
tho’ at prefent not much thought of, which 
was committed a few Years paft by a Per- 
fon who was grown weary of leading a fo- 
litary Life behind the Counter, fo turn’d 
Gentleman at large, in Expe€tation of ma- 
king his Fortune much quicker than by 
dint of Labour and Induftry. He foon be- 
came Mafter in the Art and Mytftery of 


Billiards, as will appear by the Sequel of 


the Story. 


Rand B, two Perfons of DiftinGion, 
made it their Diverfion to meet every day 
in Pall-Mall, and pafs away many Hours 
at Billiards, which brought a vaft Con- 
courfe of People together to fee them play, 
tho at the firft cat they play'd but for 

2 Trifles. 
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Trifles. R was a better Player than B; 
therefore to make the Match as equal as 
poffible, R gave B One, which really made 
every Game fo uncertain, that any one 
might have had his Choice, altho’ it were 
for 1007 At length they came to play for 
confiderable Sums, ~ which took wind and 
drew all the Sharpers about the Town to 
the Place. | 


This Match continued fome time with 
little or no Advantage to either Side: The 
Sharpers took R's Side, knowing him to be 
the better Player, and he was always fe- 
date and cool win or lofe; yet it did not 
anfwer their Expectations, the Games were 
always precarious, and betting Money that 
way was thought to be like licking Honey 
off of Thorns; they refolv'd therefore to 
ftand neuter till an Expedient could: be 
found out to caufe B to beat R, and it was 
not long before they effected it, as will ap- 
pear inftantly. You muft Know, that both 
Rand B bought their own Sticks, and were 
fo very curious, that they had Drawers, © 

with 
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with Lock and Key, made for each of them 
to put their Sticks into, in the Bz/ard 
Room. 


After many Debates how thefe Sharpers 
were to take in the whole Company, the 
Perfon that quitted the Counter (whom I 
fhall call #) was thought the propereft Per- 
fon to put this Defign in Execution. 


The firft Step he took was to. poflefs 
humfelf of &’s favourite Stick, which he 
conftantly playd with notwithitanding the 
Lock and Key, and took it away unknown 
to any but his Companions; he. had prepa- 
red. an Inftrument, made for the purpofe, 
tofhave or pare away each End of the 
Stick, and leave in the Center a Rifing un- 
difcernible to the Eye of the moft curious, 
and then put the Stick again in its Place. 


When & came afterwards to play with the 
Stick, 8 beat him feveral advantageous 
Games ; for & frequently usd to hit B's 
Ball on the wrong fide, fo put himfelf in, 

imagining 
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ymagining all this time that his Hand was 


out, not in the leaft fufpe@ing the Fault 
to lie in the Stick: The Confederacy by 
this had their Ends, and pufhd on the 
Victory. At laft the Man of the Hofue 
(not being in the Secret, and having loft 
his Money by backing R) fufpected the 
Cheat; and upon Enquiry, he found out 
the Caufe and ftraight acquainted R with 
it, which furprizd him mightily for the 
prefent, perfectly knowing B to bea Man 
of more Honour than to be capable of a&- 
ing fuch a Part. R finding himfelf thus 
furrounded by Thieves and Sharpers, never 
came to the Houfe afterwards : This, you 
may believe, causd fome Talk and Noife 
in the Town’; but the Affair ended thus : 
Every one kept what they had got, the 
Man of the Houfe loft both his Money, 
and two very great Benefactors,” and all 
the Satisfaction that he ever got, was at laft 
to find out the Place where A had bought 
the Inftrument. | , 


To 
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To conclude: “ The Sons of our Nobi« 
“ lity, and the Heirs to large and plentiful 
« Eftates, efpecially thofe who become too 
“ early their own Mafters, are the Victims 
“* of Sharpers ;_ they are made the Prey of 
* thofe reafoning Savages, thofe Man-hun- 
“ ters, that form vile Affociations with an “ 
*« intent to overturn as many honeft Socie- 
“ ties as they can; and only live in Peace 
“ together, by being united in a Confede- 
« racy to fpread Defolation and Confufion. 
«“ amongft the beft Families in the King- 
«“ dom: The very Heads of fuch Families: 
« may not improperly be call’d the Game. 
“ of (what they with a juft Derifion of. 
« their own. Vilenefs term) the Gambling. 
' Brateruity.. 


ee hal 
“ 

















eg .* oo 5 


a 
fe 


Ae 


sh 





